
 
 

Literacy across the Curriculum Policy  

 
“Students should be taught in all subjects to express themselves 

correctly and appropriately and to read and write accurately and with 
understanding.” 

QCA Use of Literacy across the Curriculum Report 

 
Introduction and Philosophy  
 
Literacy unites the important skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. It is 
important because it enables students to gain access to the subjects they study in school, 
to read information, research and to communicate effectively. Literacy therefore 
influences their progress in every area of the curriculum. It is important to understand that 
poor levels of literacy can often impact negatively on the achievements students can 
make and their self esteem.  
 
This school recognises literacy ought to be a shared responsibility and that it cannot be 
learnt in isolation. Therefore it is important that the co-ordination of literacy planning and 
assessment is continually addressed as a whole school issue across the curriculum.  
 
The development of literacy is crucial to the development of all students and, in particular, 
those in a context such as McKee College House. Only with the successful development 
of literacy will students be able to fully access the questions in examination situations that 
will allow them to fulfil their academic potential.  
 
Literacy development will only achieve its optimum level if it is explicitly identified among 
learning outcomes for a unit of work and explicitly taught, assessed by teachers. To be 
fully successful this needs to take place in all subjects, right across the curriculum, where 
appropriate.  
 
Language is the prime medium through which pupils learn and express themselves right 
across the curriculum, and all teachers have a stake and duty in effective literacy. 



Main principles of the Literacy Policy  
 

 The term ‘Literacy’ includes three components of language:  
o Reading 
o Writing 
o Speaking and Listening 
 

 We recognise that all members of staff have a responsibility for developing and 
marking pupils’ literacy skills, using a consistent approach across all subjects. 

 

 The learning and teaching of different subjects requires that teachers understand 
how work undertaken in their areas can contribute to the development of literacy 
skills and how literacy skills can contribute to pupil understanding of their subject. 

 

 Ultimately the whole school and all staff benefit and share the attainment of 
students’ literacy skills.  
 
 

Reading  
 

 Comprehending texts is a skill which many of our students need particular support 
with. 

 We teach the essential reading strategies in English and this terminology is used 
across the curriculum to reinforce the learning of these skills. 

 Staff model reading for pupils and encourage them to read actively outside of their 
own curriculum area. 

 Staff promote positive attitudes towards reading, displaying and discussing their 
own personal reading habits with the pupils. 
 

Writing  
 

 Key words and subject specific spellings are displayed in classrooms (via word 
walls) and referred to regularly in lessons to reinforce literacy learning.  

 Key words in Learning Objectives and Outcomes are explained and discussed so 
that pupils are clearly aware on how they can be successful in their own learning. 

 Subject specific words should be learnt for homework and assessed in lessons. 

 Spelling, punctuation and grammar are assessed in all areas of the curriculum 
(with prominence in English) through the consistent use of symbols on work.  

 Written and verbal feedback is provided with regard to these areas, as a method to 
set targets for improvement. 

 We teach the structuring and paragraphing of written work, referring to this in 
written feedback 

 Students are provided with guidance as to how to structure and organise their 
writing into a coherent and logical form.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Speaking and Listening 
 

 We actively encourage the students in open ended questions using key terms to 
derive a considered response.  

 We aim to give adequate thinking time in order for the students to provide a 
considered response to questions posed.  

 We aim to use and model higher level vocabulary so that the students will imitate 
this in their responses.  

 We aim to use collaborative talk and group discussion in lessons and place the 
same level of assessment on this work as on written work.  

 We provide opportunities in all subjects for students to develop their speaking skills 
through a range of approaches including independent work, paired work and group 
work. 

 We offer thorough and detailed feedback on how students can improve to reach 
the next stage in their development. 

 Teachers provide pupils with supporting frameworks and successful examples of 
text types to reinforce understanding of key conventions. 

 Students are encouraged to plan, draft, amend, write and review their work or the 
work of their peers.  

 
 
 
Specific Marking Strategies 
 
 

 Spelling, punctuation and grammar are regularly marked as learners will pay more 
attention to these areas if they know it is going to be marked and commented 
upon. 

 The use of literacy features in any key assessment carried out in all subjects and in 
any feedback provided. Literacy will only develop if progress is tracked and 
feedback on how to improve is regularly provided.  

 Positive, constructive feedback is given in line with the Assessment for Learning 
Policy.  

 Spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors are not necessarily corrected by non 
English specialists but their error is highlighted. However, recurring errors must be 
corrected. 

 Learners need to evaluate their own work, to identify progress and help the teacher 
to provide future work.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 


