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1st March 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers  
 

You will have heard that from 8th March 2021 that attendance will be mandatory once again for all students.  Some 
students have been coming into school over this period and some students have been learning at home.  We now 
have to make plans for the safe re-opening of the whole school for face-to-face teaching, not remote learning.  To do 
this we need to:- 
 

• Implement a phased return during the first part of that week; 

• Test Students; 

• Remind and be consistent, persistent and insistent on Covid safe practice. 
 
A reminder that the testing programme at school is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms 
at any time (such as a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or 
taste) they must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-
coronavirus-test.  
 
Please do not send your child into school if they are not well.   
 

 
 
School Arrangements 
 

Date Event        Detail 

   

Thursday 4th and Friday 5th 
March 2021 

Year 11 invited to come into 
school and be tested, prior 
to Monday 8th March 2021. 

• Contact the school and request a time slot. 

Monday 8th March 2021 Year 11 Face to Face 
Teaching; 
Year 11 Student Testing for 
those not yet tested; 
All other students remain at 
home. 

• Please arrive at school wearing a mask; 

• You will be taken to a holding room; 

• You will be called for testing and then 
returned to the holding room; 

• This should be completed by 11am. 

Tuesday 9th March 2021 Year 10 Student Testing • Please arrive at school wearing a mask; 

• You will be taken to a holding room; 

• You will be called for testing and then 
returned to the holding room; 

• This should be completed by 11am. 

 Year 11 in Lessons • Face to Face Teaching. 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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Wednesday 10th March 
2021 

KS3 Student Testing • Please arrive at school wearing a mask; 

• You will be taken to a holding room; 

• You will be called for testing and then 
returned to the holding room; 

• This should be completed by 11am. 

 Year 10 and 11 in lessons • Face to Face Teaching. 

Thursday 11th March 2021 All Students in lessons • Face to face teaching. 
 

 
 
 
Remote lessons will continue for students until their year group is expected back on site.  Students need to return to 
school with their laptops.  Students need to travel with and wear face coverings in shared areas and comply with 
covid safe practice and instructions.  If a student is exempt from wearing a face covering as set out in Government 
guidance and if you have previously communicated this to us there is no need to do so again. 
 

The government has stated that secondary aged students should take part in asymptomatic testing upon their return 
in the week of 8 March.  If you are a parent of a child that is vulnerable or if you are a critical worker, your child 
should continue to be able to attend school throughout, unless they receive a positive test result.   
 

Testing is voluntary and your child will not be tested unless you (or another parent/carer) have given informed 
consent. We strongly encourage you and your child to take part, to help us break chains of transmission and manage 
the virus. Your child will not be stopped from returning to school or college if you or they choose not to be tested or 
are not able to undertake a test and will return to face to-face education in line with our arrangements.  
 

Along with the other protective measures we are taking, these tests will help staff and students to remain in school 
safely. Up to one third of people who have coronavirus experience no symptoms. By testing we will help to stop the 
virus spread and help to keep our school open as safely as possible. The test is voluntary, but I would encourage 
everyone to take it.    
 

If you agree for your child to be tested, please fill in the digital form that has been emailed to all parents. If you have 
already completed the consent form when it was sent out previously you do not need to complete it again.  
 

Please only complete the form if you do consent.   
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=n5X0hbof3ESH9nIBpNJyeoNLaPaxd3lBkjrIRfUKQ1ZUNFhSOE
dPMFZHNDZQWkhJUVlYNUwyU1oxVS4u  
 
This form can also be found on the homepage of our school website. 
 
Or scan the following QR code on your smart phone: 
 

 
 

Those taking the test will be supervised by trained staff. The ‘lateral flow’ tests are quick and easy using a swab 
of the nose and throat.  Results (which take around half an hour from testing) will be shared by text from NHS Track 
and Trace.   
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=n5X0hbof3ESH9nIBpNJyeoNLaPaxd3lBkjrIRfUKQ1ZUNFhSOEdPMFZHNDZQWkhJUVlYNUwyU1oxVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=n5X0hbof3ESH9nIBpNJyeoNLaPaxd3lBkjrIRfUKQ1ZUNFhSOEdPMFZHNDZQWkhJUVlYNUwyU1oxVS4u
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We know these tests work -in validation studies conducted by Oxford University and Public Health England, they 
were shown to be as accurate in identifying a case as a PCR test (99.68% specificity). The tests have 
lower sensitivity but they are better at picking up cases when a person has higher viral load, hence the need to test 
frequently.  
  
What if a student tests positive?  
Participating staff and students who test positive will be informed about their results individually, and parents or 
legal guardians will also be notified.  Students will need to take a further ‘PCR test’ (similar to those done in local and 
regional testing sites) on the same day (or as soon as possible). School will be able to provide these PCR test kits to 
perform at home or you can go to www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or call 119 to book a follow-up test. If ordering a 
PCR test yourselves, they should choose to visit a drive-through test site if possible, as it is faster than requesting a 
home test. During this time while they wait for the PCR result (via text / email) they will need to self-isolate. If the 
PCR test returns a positive result you will have to self-isolate and follow the guidance from NHS Test and Trace.   
  
What happens if the test is negative?   
They will be able to return to school and resume their activities as normal. A student will only be told if they test 
positive on a ‘lateral flow’ test, so if you do not hear you can assume it was negative. A small number 
of students may need to repeat the test if the first test was invalid or void for some reason.  
  
What if my child develops symptoms?  
This testing programme at school is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at any time (such 
as a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste) they must 
immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test.  
  
Are Face Coverings needed?    
Staff and students in secondary schools and colleges are advised to wear face coverings in all areas (including 
classrooms) as a temporary extra measure, where social distancing cannot be maintained. The exception to this 
would be when wearing a face covering would impact on the ability to take part in exercise or strenuous activity, for 
example in PE lessons. We recognise some students are exempt from wearing a face covering as set out in 
Government guidance and if you have previously communicated this to us there is no need to do so again.   
  
We are very much looking forward to seeing all our students again.  
 

Thank you for your continued co-operation in making the school a safe place for face-to-face teaching.  Your support 
is greatly appreciated.    
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Andrew Murray 
Headteacher 
 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

